CONSIDERATIONS 

ON ABSTINENCE FROM THE USE GF THE PRO- 
DUCTS OF SLAVE LABOR. 

Addressed to the members of Ohio Yearly Meeting. 

'\^nd they said one to another^ we are verily guilty 
concerning oiir brother^ in that we satu the anguish of his 
wu} when he besought us andwe ivould not hear, and iher§' 
fore is this distress come upon us,^^ Gen. chap, 42nf?, 21^^ 

puRUstiEiTlS:^ 

The managers of the Free Produce Association of 
Friends of Ohio Yearly Meeting. 

_ _ 1850^ 

Ikforc proceeding to call the attention of our members par- 
ticukirly to the subject of Slave Labor Products, wo wish to 
make a lev/, plain, peliminary Propositions, upon the truth of 
j which must be based tliQ correctness of our remarks. 
1 Evory individual, of every clirne, color or creed, has a right, 
I tirst to himself, second to his time, and third to the pioducts of 
! his toil. In the exercise of these rights, he must not abridge 
those of his fellowoien ; and he ever stands accountable to the 
Higliteous judge of all. 

That individual, who deprives a human being of himself, 
commits the highest crime possible for man to perpetrate, 
except wilfully taking the life of another. Should he sell his 
fellow beiri"g, he becomes a TraiScer in human flesh, a Bar- 
lercr of humanity, a Slave Trader,, 

1^ That person who buys a fellov/ being, or continues to hold 
him ill bonds, deprives him of his time, and compels him to 
niiploy his strength, against his will, for the sole gratifica- 
tion or interest of the purchaser, i§ a Slaveholder; and his 
c^rime can evidently only be less tha» that of the Trafficer 

iin shives. 
But each individual has a right, not only to himself and to 
ills time, but to the products of his toil. Hence, that person 
wljo knowingly purchases or uses the products of compulsory, 
I unrequited labor, is accessary in robbing his fellowman of his 
ri^rhtful gains, and is a Slave Product Consumer. His guilt 
RMi^^^e^esti mated by the measure of light with which he has 
Rtfeifmrhisfied, and his knowledge of the fact, that those 
^gemds are the fruit of compulsory and unpaid toil, 
F ^ Admitting the truth of these nearly self-evident Proposi- 
tions, we have three classes of our community, upon whonfi 



must inevitably rest the fearful responsibility of sustainino^y 
extending and perpetuating the entire System of Slavery ; 
thus perpetrating the enormous crime of holding our colored 
brethren in bondage, and, in many instances, blotting out 
their intellectual existence, which is as much more than mere 
])hysical oppression, as fetters upon the body are less oppres- 
sive and more endurable, than tyranny over mind, over our 
thoughts, wills, hopes and affections. 

These three classes are, First, the Slave Trader : he who 
robs a man of liimself and se^ls hitn to another* Second, the 
Shivcholder: he wiio robs the slave of his time^ consequently 
of all he has or is capable of procuring, and doonnfs him to a 
life of unrequited toil. And third, tlie Slave Product Consu« 
nicr, who, with the Slaveholder, is accessary in robbiiig=liiin 
of the product of his unpaid labor. 

The first of tliese classes, thougii least in numbers, we ore 
accustomed to hold greatest in crime. The Slave Trader upon 
tiie high seas is treated us a pirate ; and lie is justly held in 
abhorrence by all virtuous and honorable citizens. 

The second, much larger in numbers, embraces an infui- 
cntial, wealthy, intelligent and enterprising class in our Re- 
public. The last, though much the largest, we will suppose 
least implicated in crin)e, among which may bo numbered our 
most valuable, virtuous, benevolent, and truly honorable 
citizens. 

Yet the practical cdect of their participation is isuch, as 
directly to sustain the two former in their iniquitous system 
of oppression. Where there arc no purchasers production 
must necessarily cease. True, they would neither s,teal,buy, 
or work a man for their own interests ; but they will buy, sell, 
and for their benefit, use the products of that man, who, they 
know, was stolen, bought, and v/orked» against his will, for 
the interest of another. They furnished the motive, Vv'hich 
makes it the interest of the Slaveholder to oppress an<l 
drive his slave, and the Slave Trader to supply tlie exhaus- 
tion and waste of humair lilb, consequent upon the oppressive 
System of Slavery. 

These impressive truths are thus plainly presented, that, 
at one comprehensive glance, we may observe the relations, 
the various parts of the entire System sustain to each other. 
l,est it migiit be thought our positions are too strongly taken, 
we will introduce a few striking paragraphs from *' The 
Friend," by a recent writer, over the signature of Castor* 

Let the most cool and conservative philosopher set him- 
self to consider the whole subject of American Slavery ; let 
hirn ponder the progress of the civilized world in refinement 
and humanity ; let him recall the course of the enlightened 
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monarcnios of Europe, with regard to similar institutions in 
liicirown dominions; let him recollect the high prctensiou's our 
jiation holds put. to the world, ol'snpcrior advancement in the 
principles ofliberty and tlie recognitior of universal, human 
lio-lits : — let him then descend to the particulars ofthc mon- 
tirous iiiif|uity tolerated in our own borders, with all its at- 
lendant iiorrors ; the barbarous means made use of to procure 
liie unhappy victims from tlieir native country ; the sutleringH 
orthe middle passage; the degradation of human nature in 
\\]{] .-ale at auction of human beings ; the total destruction of 
nil lies, conjugal and parental ; the inhuman torture of the 
l:\£-h, indicted irrespectively of age or sex ; the hopeless life 
<.r misery and bondage to vvhicii the wretched suflerer is 
doomed : and all tiiis, in our own land, under our own law, 
aiid. in some meiisure, uiuler our own individual influence, 
am! he n)ust bo more or less than man, if his feelings and in- 
dignation be not roused to the highest pitch by the contcm- 
}-hiiion." 

'•It vvould seem indeed, as though imperative duty to 
humanity itself demanded, tiiat the whole moral power of 
(Christendom should bo exerted ibr the suppression of such ii 
crvin£r evil. It is also manifest, that in no wav could this 
puwcr be brought to bear so npi)roi)riately or so elTectually, 
as i)v the united action of rcliirious communities.^' 

'* No marvel tlierctbrCj that the advocates of emancipation 
'.five invoke<5 the aid oftlic churci], and that disappointment 
iiL-d disaffection have been the consequence of its refusal to 
coo • JO rate in the work.'' 

'-Our own Society, long before the subject of slavery had 
excited general attention in this country, took ground unitedly 
ligainsL its toleration within our bordtM's ; and has since that 
tmic, by example and by frequent public protest, exerted an 
iiiduence against its existence in our lando" 

Tlic exercise of a temjiorising policy among other rcligi- 
f>!is communities however, and a desire to avert the unpleasant 
consequences of decided action, which Friends boldly met at 
liny liazard of individual oilence, lias, in our opinion, preven- 
ted a complete discharge of tiieir duty in this important move- 
ment, and has cast odium upon the ca,use of religion itselfV 

Thus are we brought directly to tliO consideration of our 
duty as a Society in relation to this momentous subject. Let 
us then examine the depth of our participation in ihe crime 
of Slavery, and those causes v/hich may serve to mitigate 
our guilt. 

Nobly and fearlessly did our forefathers throw from their 
shoulders the burthens of oppression. Neither did they sup- 
pose their work accomplished by the emancipation of their 



own slaves. They labored faithfully, through evil and through 
good report, for the enfranchisement of their fellovv men ; ami 
the effect of their . united labors can be known only unto Him, 
whose counsel they sought and to whom they looked in hum- 
ble hope for a blessing on'their labors. The rich harvest of 
their faithfulness will be reaped by coming generations, But, 
in doing so much, did they perform all that might and should 
have been accomplished 1 Has their mantle fallen upon their 
children, and yet left them little more to do I They were not 
then prepared unitedly to take that higher and most consis- 
tent ground above ail participation, not only in holding slaves, 
but against consuming the products of slavery. That was a 
work left for our accomplishn7.ent, v»'hen almost every avenue 
for effective action in relation to slavery is closed against us. 

A few pure and tender spirits, among whom must stand 
ever memorable a Woolman and a Benciset, saw the whole 
length of the grinding chain of oppression. They took a 
Koble stand against all participation in the unrighteous fruits 
of exacted toil. Individnais have never been wanting among 
us, who have followed hopefully their footsteps, and their 
number was gradually increasing in weight and ifluence. 
But their feelings, opinions and example, were either not ful- 
ly appreciated or misunderstood. Our Society became at 
length, deeply as moat others, involved in the traflic and con- 
sumption of slave grown products. 

Nor was this result without any cause. A wide and pain- 
ful departure from the faith of our forefathers, engaged for a 
time the attention of the standard bearers in our Society. It 
resulted in a lamentable separtion throughout our borders. 
The subject of slavery consequently received less attention. 
But the morning of a brighter day was begining to dawn 
upon us. Through the instrumentality of the labor of some 
of our predeccisors, the public mind, in the Free States, was 
fast becomeing enlightened respecting the enormities of sla- 
very, which was now rapidly extending, and had already be- 
come insolent in power. Friends saw the necessity of reviving 
and continueing their work " in the midst of tlie years." 

The course pursued by some of our members, who felt deeply 
the wrongs of the slave, was not always tempered with that 
wisdom which is profitable to direct. Those of our members, 
who sought alone the guidance of the Holy Spirit, not only 
in all their religious movements, but in the prosecution of 
meny benevolent enterprise, seemed afraid to encourage a 
work of philanthropy, persecuted through measures they could 
not oppose. While it is seriously to be feared, not a few 
stood aloof from their brethren engaged in the work of human- 
ity, though unwillingness to examine carefully the grounds 
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oftheir dissent, and to make those sacriHces required by a 
jkithful discbarge oftheir iluty to the community, and toward 
iheir fellovv men in bonds. It may be hoped our feelings and 
views are beginning more fully to harmonise, that an incrcae- 
iiig interest is felt in the cause of bumanity ; and that we are 
now more wiilintr to sacrifice convenience or interest, fiillv 
to clear our own hands, and advance the work of universal 
Emancipation in our beloved country. 

Slavery has struck its roots deep and strong in the soil of 
our Republic. Its growtli has been like that of the tree in 
ilic vision of Nebuchadnezzar, ** overshadowing all the land." 
Tiie beasts of the field have shadow under it, and the fov.'ls of 
heaven dwell in the branches tbereof," while we liavc con- 
gratulated each other upon the progress of correct sentiments 
at. the North, have consulted and deliberated, remonstrated 
and petitioned, slavery, still true to its purpose, has rclin- 
quisiiuii none of its ancient ibotbolds. It lias involved us in 
a war of aggressioUj robbed a neighboring republic of its do- 
nvdin?, added another state and extensive Territories to our 
dominions, wliere in to sow the poisonous seeds of oppression. 
It has planted its blighting foot upon the fertile soil of Texas. 
It is preparing to take a bolder stride into the province of 
Now Mexico, and would fain have trodden down, with its iron 
heel, the free and gold besprinkled sands of California. 
Numbering less tlian the years of Egyptian bondage, modern 
Slavery, in this land alone, now holds in its deadly emhrnce 
three millions of human beings, and covers an area greater 
than many of the empires either of ancient or modern times. 
The cutireSystem of Slavery is interlinked, almost inextrica- 
bly, with our political, evil, social, and commercial fabric. 
^^ hilc wo would, we can scarcelv extricate ourselves from 
tiic intricate web, it has woven around our very liearthstones. 
Custom, convenience, public opinion, all combine to fasten 
upon us the consumption of slave grown products. 

With feelnirs of tlic utmost kindness and courteriy, would 
we mcite our fellowmembers to weigh well their individual 
responsibilities, and determine, for themselves lunv deeply 
thoy are injplicated in the guilt of oppression. Let us re- 
nicniber the apostolic injunciion. Be ye not partakers of 
other men's sins." Shall we excuse ourselves because these 
products were in part, furnished by means of the capital of 
the Slaveholder ? The skill and strength employd in their 
production belong still to the slave : He sliould have been, 
f^t least, an equal sharer in the gains. But even thatca])ital 
\vas. in many cases, the accumulated increase of long years 
of oppression. Can our having manufactured the material 
produced through slavery justify our participation 1 Sugar, 
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rice, and coiTcecoine tons directly from the plantations ofti;-; 
slaveholder. IScither must we suppose that fVcqticnt. cxchan- 
ges or transfers of such productions, render, tiicm less objec- 
tionable. ICiich sinfrle exchange is only a separate link, in 
the lengthened, but entire chain, which unites the producer 
nnd consumer of his products. Korean we much longer ploai! 
the excuse of ignorance. The evils of slavery are acknowi- 
edged and condemned by even the monarchies oi'tlic Old 
World; and the iiict of onr participation of its iruits, " ia 
known and read of all men." i\or yet can tiiat still stronger 
plea of necessity now avail us. Wc have already open ^1^- 
bcrless channels, through which we can obtain Free Lubor 
J^'oducts, with scarcely the possibility of deception, and wila 
tlie addition of little if any greater exj)cnse, J>ut who wouhi 
wish, or be willing, to enjoy the fruits of Freedom, at llic 
same, or a less cost, than that of those produced by the com. 
pulsory surrender of every right belonging to humanity I 

A clear conviction of duty, accompanied by a resolute tie- 
termination to comply witii its requirings, makes any, ami 
every sacrifice easy, and the accompiislnnGnt of all our ju:-. 
purposes, not only 'desirable, but possible. The ollect ol''a\c\\ 
abstinence upon ourselves would be most salutory. We shctiia 
daily^bc broughi to consider the evils and crime of slavery. 
Our ibelings would be kept alive to its enormities. V/e shoiilii 
gather from tliose considerations, strength, energy and per- 
severance, which would triumph over every obsticelo, -mm'. 
resolutely meet all opposition to its successful jirogress. 
Ought not our ^iocicty, which has long borne so I'aithi'ul a tes- 
timony again.st all wiir, to be equally clear and consistcnl ir. 
its opposition to slavery I iJoth are alike founded upon phy- 
sical fljrce. In hot!), the will of the many, is subjected totli'' 
controul of an irresponsible few. In the one, the worst pnd- 
sions of our fallen nature are let loose upon society. Our 
fellow beings arc suddenly struck dov.ni by the pestilence, 
slaughtered by tlie svvord, or made suilerers for life by tho 
murderous wcaj^ons of death, ]]y the other, they are donicJ 
the common right of men, deprived of the synnpathies of hu- 
manity ; and sink hopelessly into a premature grave, through 
the slow, but certain process of wasting oppression, and com- 
jraisory, o,\iiauslirig toil. Has not ti^e timo now fully arrived, 
vv iien we should bring to this work, th.at strict adiier ance 
))rincip!e, and consistency of practice, which characterize 
our worthy predecessors, in the early days ol" our lavourcd 
Society ? What a beautiful and noble example should wo 
become, to our fellow j)rofessors, and to the comnuinity around 
us, could we nosv, unitedly take the liigh, consistent, aii'i 
Christian ground, of entire abstinence from all the productions 
of slaverv ! 
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Were a friend of ours, by the remorseless Slave Trader, torn 
hcipicssly away from his wife, his children, friends, and home. 
, wilhout the possibility of ever beholding them, or tiie cher- 
I .shed companions of liis earlier years ; and compelled, under 
I 'the cruel lash of the Overseer, beyond the strength of iiuman 
I liyiure, often upon scanty food, with meagre clothing, to toil 
I in iiopolcss exile, with no otiier consolation than the hope of 
I fiilurity : Further than this, should the productions of his 
I oppressive toil, through any channel or agency, be olTeredfor 
i niir consumption, with a knowledge of its origin, would we 
I turn away with utter loathing and abhorrence from the 
I -dirchase, r.s from the price of blood 1 And can the wrong be 
lc;s bccaubo the stan>p ol'humanity was given to the African 
[ 11 darker hue ! Or because he is a hereditary bondman, 
I liable at u!iy moment to the sundcrijig of every tender tie, 
[ r.'ui Ht-naration frorn ali that renders life to him a b)css!i!«r I 
\ Or was reared as a beast of burthen^ to be yold, and driven 
■ruin the Slave Marts in our own Capital, to the human eham- 
blcs of the South West : Or, more atrocious still, was torn 
rutlilcssly away from his kindred and country, borne scarcely 
a surviving suiferer, across the intcrvcDing seas ; an exile*! 
liondmun, mercilessly driven to unacustorned toil, and doomed 
loalife of hopeless servitude, in mental darkness and moral 
(!cgradation, witliout tlie conslations of religion for his spport • 
Against these enormities, luive we not memorialized and pc- 
litionod ; and, in many instances, have not our earnest ap- 
peals fallen, coldly, ineffectually, upon the ear of government ; 
wliile. in others, we have been rudely spurned away by tlse 
irrcFponsible, or oppressive Irand of power I Our rcmonstraii- 
(.cs have not been heard. And is there nuthing more we can 
With mingled feelings ol' sorrow, for our own omissions 
ofduty, sympathy and commisscration for the slave, and rc- 
L'ard ibr the master, who may have iniieritcd, by the neces- 
sitous of the social fabric, tiie evils of slavery, will we not 
cahnly say to the oppressor! Though you shall continue to 
^'■•■■nrade and oppress our fellow men, we can no longer partake 
i' your unhallowed gains. You may neither feed orelotlie tsa 
v. ilh tlie fruits of unrequited toil. Our axon handg, and those 
willin^iv emolovd and remunerated in our service, must 
i.'iiniFter to our necessities. 

Tlicre is a class of small proprietors, scattered throughout 
t'le Southern States, who subsist mostly by their own labor. 
They ought to receive our encouragement and support. For 
^ ant of our assistance, shall these, who might be induced to 
l>ccoiue our firm allies, be permited to struggle on in poverty 
and neglect, with a strong combination of wealth and power 
firrnyed against them 1 And let us not be misunderstood. 



We believe sentiments of kindness, compassion and commls* 
seration, find a \yelcome home in the hearts of many,* who 
stiil hold their fellow.men. They feel and deplore their hard 
unhappy lot. But custom, prejudice, interest, outweigh their 
convictions of duty ; wliile tiie strong arm of the law is ex« 
tended over them, and a still stronger public opinion, with a 
keen and jealous eye, guards tiie door of mercy against their 
escape. These should receive our sympathy, be encouraged 
by our example, and assisted by our purchasing the products 
of their emancipated slaves. 

So doing, our practice would harmonize with our principles. 
Interest would become subsurvient to duty, and we should 
enjoy the pleasing consciousness of having "done what we 
could." We might indeed hope, through the blessing of an 
Overruling Providence upon our humble exertions, to be in* 
i^trumental in hastening that happier time, when there shall 
be no more the master and the slave ; when toil shall every- 
where meet an adequate reward ; when in place of the dark 
slave ship, shall float the beautiful convoy of merchandize; 
and for the marts of human traffic, upon the benighted shorca 
of Africa, shall be found enlightened emporiums of commerce, 
v/hence would radiate beams of Science and knovVledge, bear- 
ing civilization and intelligence in their course ; and when, 
even, in the language of prophetic vision, Ethiopia shall 
stretch forth her hand to God." Then shall the mists of 
ig-fuorance and superstition be rolled away before the rising of 
the Sun of llighteousness ; and from her rivers and her plains, 
from her vallies and her hill tops, will ascend the songs of 
gladness and of melody, and the mingled voices of thanks- 
giving and of praise. 

A word of encouragement to those engaged in this work of 
benevolence, and we must conclued. Be ye not weary in 
welldoing. Ask counsel of Him, with whom are the trea- 
sures of wisdom and knowledge. Be patient, but persevering; 
mild, but firm ; persuasive, but earnest ; willing, both to do, 
and to sacrifice ; to labor and to wait. So may we hope, that 
He, w^liose compassionate ear, " heareth the cries of the widow 
and the fatherless, and him that hath none to help him," will 
yet open the hearts of our fellowmembers, and the proffessors 
of other roligious denominations, to these practical deeds of 
benevolence and mercy, which would inevitably be followed 
by the enfranchisement of our suffering fellowmen in bonds. 
Then shall our hearts be made glad together, in joyfully be- 
holding the harvest of our hopes, the fruit of our united work. 

Enoch Harris, pr. 



